DECLARATION OF MRS. SUSAN SPRANZA 



I, Susan Spranz.a declare and state as follows: 

1. 1 am the widow of inventor Mr. Joseph J. Spranza, III. My husband was the founder, 
CEO, and lead project engineer at Special Devices, Inc., Grass Valley, California. 

2. My husband, Joseph J. Spranza, III, and Dr. Robert Namba entered an agreement to 
manufacture improvements to the invention, the. Safe Trochar (aka EuTrochar). My 
husband and Dr. Namba sought patent protection to the improvements to the EuTrochar 
by filing patents in both of their names. To my knowledge, my husband was the leading 
force behind filing for patent protection on their invention, and he dealt with all 
correspondence with the U.S.P.T.O. Exhibit A is a true and correct copy of the Contract 
of May 17, 2002, between co-inventors Dr. Robert S. Namba and Joseph J, Spranza. The 
Contract of June 24, 2003 executed by Dr. Namba and Mr. Spranza memorialized the 
prior May 17, 2002 agreement between Dr. Namba and Mr. Spranza. 

3. My husband Joseph J. Spranza, III died on July 9, 2007, A true and correct copy of the 
State of California Certification of Vital Records dated July 24, 2007 recording the death, 
is Exhibit E. 

4. In December 2008, I spoke to an Examiner at the U.S.P.T.O. in regard to the petition 
entered in Application '444, and was told that the claims of the April . 24, 2006 
correspondence had been entered as a new Application '516, and not entered in 
Application '444. 

5. After my husband died all of his estate, including the patent assets subject to the Spranza- 
Namba-Lia joint development agreement, became part of a contested will and bankruptcy 
proceeding. From the time of his death until the resolution and settlement of the then 
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pending bankruptcy proceeding, the patent assets were part of the unsettled Spranza 
Estate/Bankruptcy Proceeding. Upon an Order of the Trustee's Motion to Approve a 
Distribution in Kind on March 31, 2008, the patent assets, including the above referenced 
patent properties, were released to me, Mrs. Susan Spranza, as his widow. A true and 
correct copy of the Trustee's Motion to Approve a Distribution in Kind of March 31, 
2008 is Exhibit F. 

6. On May 28, 2008, I received a Notice of Abandonment from the U.S.P.T.O. informing 
me that Application '444 was abandoned for failxjre to respond to the Office Action of 
July 9, 2007. A true and correct copy of the Notice of Abandonment, downloaded from 
U.S.P.T.O. PAIR on March 8, 2009 is Exhibit G. 

7. In a letter dated July 31, 2008, 1 filed a response to the Notice of Abandonment of May 
28, 2008, together with a response to the Office Action of July 9, 2007, as required m the 
Notice. To respond to the Office Action I re-sent the instructions of August 24, 2006 
•instructing the Examiner to cancel claims 1-8, and introduced new claims 9-26, according 
to my husband's last correspondence. I also sent a petition with supporting 
documentation to grant me standing to revive the application from abandonment. A true 
and correct copy of the Petition entered at the U.S.P.T.O. on August 26, 2008, and as 
downloaded from U.S.P.T.O. PAIR on March 8, 2009, is Exhibit H. 

8. On December 6, 2008, I received a Decision on Petition, dismissing the Petition of 
August 26, 2008. A true and correct copy of the Decision on Petition of December 16, 
2008, and as downloaded from U.S.P.T.O. PAIR on March 8, 2009, is Exhibit I. 

9. In December 2008, 1 contacted the law firm of Black Lowe & Graham, PLLC to assist 
me with reviving and prosecuting Application '444. A true and correct copy to the 
Executed Power of Attomey, signed by me on January 16, 2009, is Exhibit J. 
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1 0. In December 2008, 1 contacted co-inventor Dr. Robert Namba to inform him of the status 
of this application, at which time he verbally agreed to grant the power of attorney to 
Black Lowe & Graham. I gave Attorney Wendy Gombert at Black Lowe & Graham his 
contact information so that she could contact him directly, 

I further declare that all statements that I have made of my knowledge are true, and that all 
statements made on information and belief are believed to be true. I xmderstand that the making 
of willfully false statements and the like is punishable by fine or imprisonment under 18 U.S.C. § 
1001 and may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issuing thereon. 



Date 




Mrs. Susan Spranza 
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Enclosures: 

Exhibit A- 



Exhibit B- 



Exhibit C 



Exhibit D - 

Exhibit E - 

Exhibit F - 
Exhibit G - 
Exhibit H- 

Exhibit I - 
Exhibit J - 

Exhibit K- 



A trae and correct copy of 1. the executed joint development 
agreement of May 17, 2002 between co-inventors Joseph J. 
Spranza, III. and Robert S. Namba; and 2. the later contract of June 
24, 2003 which therein memorializes the May 17, 2002 agreement 
as between co-inventors and Joseph J. Spranza, III and Dr. Robert 
Namba; 

A true and correct copy of correspondence to U.S.P.T.O. from 
Applicant dated April 24, 2006, as downloaded from U.S.P.T.O. 
PAIR on March 9, 2009; 

A true and correct copy of the Applicant's submission to the 
U.S.P.T.O. on May 2, 2006 for U.S. Application Serial No, 
11/416,516 as downloaded from U.S.P.T.O. PAIR on March 9, 
2009; 

A true and correct copy of the Non-Final Rejection for U.S. 
Application '444, sent July 9, 2007, as downloaded from 
U.S.P.T.O. PAIR on March 9, 2009; 

A true and correct copy of the State of California Certification of 
Vital Records dated July 24, 2007 recording the death of Joseph J. 
Spranza, III on July 9, 2007; 

A true and correct copy of the Trustee's Motion to Approve a 
Distribution in Kind of March 21, 2008; 

A true and correct copy of the Notice of Abandonment as 
downloaded from U.S.PT.O. PAIR on March 9, 2009; 

A true and correct copy of the Petition to Revive filed by Applicant 
on July 31, 2008 as downloaded from U.S.P.T.O, PAIR on March 
9, 2009; 

A true and correct copy of the Decision on Petition of December 
16, 2008 as downloaded from U.S.P.T.O, PAIR on March 9, 2009; 

A true and correct copy of the Power of Attorney document 
executed by Mrs. Susan Spranza on January 16, 2009 granting 
authority to Black Lowe & Graham, PLLC. 

A true and correct copy of the Notice of Acceptance of Power of 
Attorney from the U.S.P.T.O. dated February 17, 2009. 
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EXHIBIT A 



Special Devices Incorporated 
proprietary information agreement 



This Agreement is made and entered into as of this /y^ yy) ^ ^day of 

1C 0 T T^^L. , between Special Devices Incorporated, a Nevada Corporation 

with offices at 12493 Old Rough and Ready Hwy, Grass VaU%^ California 95945, 

(hereinafter referred to as "SDl") and g/oWrf [J^wS; — 

^ (hereinafter referred to as 

« " ^*) for the purposes of protecting patent and proprietary 

rights of the parties. 

WHEREAS, both parties, for their mutual benefit desire that certain information be 
disclosed to'each other pertinent to marketing, sale, and manufacture of certain medical 
and related instruments including but not limited to those listed in Appendix A: 

NOW, THEREFORE, both SDI and agree that any 

information received by one party from the other, including any information exchanged on 

or after , 1 99 , shall be governed by the following terms 

and conditions: 

1 . In pursuing the aforementioned objective, certain proprietary or 
company confidential information (hereinafter collectively referred to 
as "Proprietary Information" ) within the scope of information listed in 

Appendix A may be exchanged between 

and SDI, It is agreed that each party shall clearly identify such 
Proprietaiy information when furnishing it to the other party by 
marking it clearly with words "Proprietary Information*' or "Private 
Data" or equivalent marking in a conspicuous place (e.g., cover face, 
tableofcontents, topofpage, etc) Any information not marked as 
provided above shall not be considered Proprietary Information and 
shall not be restricted by either party as to the other party's use thereof. 
Both parties agree that any "Proprietary Information" shall be in 
vvriting or if disclosed orally, confirmed in writing within thirty (30) 
days of such initial disclosure. 

2. **Proprietary Information" is defined as information (either written or 
oral provided it is promptly reduced to writing as set forth in Paragraph 
1 . above) originated by or peculiarly within the knowledge of the 
disclosing party, which is not generally available to others and is 
declared in writing by the disclosing party to be considered Proprietary 
Information. 

3. Each party shall take reasonable precautions to prevent disclosure of 
Proprietary Information to any person, firm or organization, other than 
responsible employees with a bona fide need to know. Each party 



agrees to instruct all such employees not to disclose to third parties the 
Proprietary Information received under this Agreement without the 
prior written permission of the party disclosing such Proprietary 
Information. Proprietary Information which is exchanged may only be 
used by the receiving party for the purpose for which it was disclosed. 
Except as limited bdow, the obligations and restrictions imposed in this 
paragraph will survive for a period of three years from the date 
received. 

The obligations and restrictions imposed by the preceding paragraph 
are limited as follows: 

A. Neither party shall be liable for disclosure or use of 
Proprietary Information as provided above which: 

1 . was at the time of receipt otherwise known to 
the party receiving it; 

2. has been published or is otherwise mthm the 
public knowledge or is generally known to the 
public at the time of disclosure to the receiving 
party; 

3 . which can be demonstrated to have been derived 
by the receiving party independently of such 
disclosure; 

4. becomes known or available to the receiving 
party from a source other than the disclosing 
party, including the Government and without 
breach of this agreement by the recipient. 

5. becomes part of the public domain vathout 
breach of this Agreement by the recipient; 

6. is disclosed with the written approval of the 
parties. 

B. Neither party shall be liable for the inadvertent or 
accidental disclosure of Proprietary Information if such 
disclosure occurs despite the exercise of the same degree of 
care as such party normally takes to preserve and safeguard 
its Proprietary Information. 

5, Upon the written request of either party, the other party shall return 
to the disclosing party all documents, materials, drawings, plans, 
printouts, or other tangible items representing the disclosing party's 
Proprietary Information and all copies thereof 

6. This Agreement shall continue in force for an initial period of one (I) 
year from the date first set forth above and for addhional periods of 
like duration, unless ninety (90) days or more prior to the 
termination of any such period one party informs the other of its 
desire to terminate this Agreement; however, the parties' obligations 



with respect to Proprietary Information received from the other party 
prior to the termination shall continue for a period of three (3) years 
from the date such Proprietary Information is received, pursuant to 
Paragraph 3 hereof 

7. No rights or obligations other than those expressly recited herein are 
to be implied from this Agreement. In particular, no rights, by license 
or otherwise, are hereby granted, directly or indirectly, with respect 
to any Proprietary Information, patent or copyright now held by or 
which may be obtained by the other party. 

8. This Agreement shall be interpreted and governed in all respects by 
the laws of the State of California, which shall be deemed to be the 
place this Agreement was made. 
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Contract between Robert S. Namba of Corona Del Mar. CA and Joseph J. Spranza. Grass 
VaUey.CA. 

Because it is desired by Robert S. Namba and Joseph J. Spranza to co^^qp. patent and 
hardware for use in surgery, both parties agree to woric together as partners. 

Robert Namba had a concept for a "sate guide" for surgery. He filed a patent appUcatiwi on 
Oc"2000 for such a' concept. He paid for P^^f ^^nal ^le^'jJ^P^^^^^ 
plication and paid the filing fees. The patent apphcation is Senal Number 09/697,463. 

Joseph Spranza is the CEO of Special Devices hicorporated (SDI). a company actively 
SvU ^development, manufacturing and sales of unique surgery hardware. 

nnMavl? 2002 Spranza and Namba made an agreement to pursue a development of 
S^iSuioSamba concept fora-safe^^^^ Spranza and Namba agreed: 

I. Spranza would develop hardware for a "safe guide", (the Namba concept) at the 
expense of Spranza and SDI. :„:„+iv 

2 N^ba agre^ that he and Spranza would be partners m co-filmg. as joindy 
^edi^entors,apatentforhardwarebasedupontheNambaconceptfora safe 

guide" and upon developments by Spranza for such an mvention. 
gmLa agre^ed to file and pay for the patent(s) rating from die Namba^Spranza 
,\>int effol^but not including cost of the Nambafilmg of October 26^000. 
SpmrS w^uld manufecture any resulting products and seU them directly to end 



3. 
4. 



5. SSua would pay a royalty of 9% to Namba for excli^iye rights to conc^ 
where such royalties may be. at Spranza's election, paid m the form of stock m 
SDI until the development costs are recovered by SDI. 

Namba provided Spranza with a copy of die Patent Application S/N 09/697.461 Namb^^^ 
Ser formed Jmes HUl of Knobbe Martens Olson and Bear LLP patent attorneys of 
record) that Spram^ was to have access to die patent application and office actions and 
forther that jiies Hill could speak with Spranza openly about the patent application. 

Spranza developed hardware and showed such hardware to Namba on several «^casiot^ 
jLnba has reaTunderstood and signed Spranza's laboratory notebook. Namba Idced die 
hardware and said so. The hardware was unique and patentable m Spranza s mmd. 

Recently. Namba informed Spranza that die Patent and Trademark Office had issued a 
"Notice of Allowance" for several claims on die patent application. Sprang ^^/^^fS 'd 
mil and was told diat die date for response to die latest office actton is due 7 ^^,'.^003 fad 
Sis include filing a CI? and a Divisional patent appBcation if die ongmal fihng date is 
to be retained. 

As part of this Contract, there is a Jomt Owner's Agreement, on Page 2 of diis Agreement 
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Joint Owners' Agreement 



This agreement is made by and between the following parties, who, by separate assignment 
or as joint applicants, own the following respective shares of the invention, patent application 
or patent identified below. 

Robert Namba of Corona Dei Mar, CA, 92625 50% 
Joseph J. Spranza of Grass Valley, CA, 95945 50% 

Invention Title: Safety Guide for Surgical Placement of Sharp Instruments 
Patent Application Serial Number: 09/697,463 Filed: October 26, 2000 
Applicant: Robert S. Namba 

The parties desire to stipulate the terms under which they will exploit this invention and 
patent application and therefore agree as follows: 

1 . No action without everyone's consent: None of the parties to this agreement shall license, 
use, make or sell the invention or application, or take any other action other than normal 
prosecution, without the written consent and cooperation of the other party to this 
agreement, except as provided below. Any action so taken shall be committed to a 
writing signed by both parties, with copies to the other party. 

2. Decisions: In case any decision must be made m connection with the invention or the 
patent application, including foreign filing, ^pealing from an adverse decision in the 
Patent and Trademark Office, or any opportunity to license, sell, make, or use the 
invention or application, the parties shall consult on such opportunity and a majority 
decision shall control. In the event the parties are equally divided, the matter shall be 
decided in accordance with Paragraph 5 below. After a decision is so made, all parties 
shall abide by the decision and shall cooperate fully by whatever means are necessary to 
implement and give full force to sxich decision. However, if an offer is involved and there 
is time for any parties to obtain a better or different offer, they shall be entitled to do so 
and the decision shall be postponed for up to one month to allow such other parties to act. 

3. Proportionate Sharing: Robert Namba will receive all of the Royalties from SDI as 
stipulated above, from this agreement. Any further License Agreements entered into by 
this Partnership will be shared proportionally by ownership as presented in Paragraph 4. 

4. If Any Parties Desire to Manufacture, Etc; Namba and Spranza agree to execute a 
License Agreement with SDI to manufacture, distribute, or sell any products or service 
embodying the above invention, A 9% royalty shall be paid by SDI for the term of the 
above patent application and any patent which may issue thereon. A copy of the License 
Agreements widi SDI is a part of this agreement: If further License Agreements are 



executed the parties agree to negotiate any royalties with Licensee. Such royalty shall be 
distributed to all of the parties hereto according to their proportionate shares and on a 
quarterly basis, accompanied by a written royalty report and sent within one month after 
the close of each calendar quarter. 

5. In Case of Dispute: In case any dispute, disagreement, or need for any decision arises 
out of this agreement or in connection with the invention or patent application, and the 
parties can not settle the matter or come to a decision in accordance with Paragraph 2, 
above, the parties shall first confer as much as necessary to settie the disagreement, all 
parties shall act and compromise to at least the degree a reasonable person wovild act. If 
the parties can not settle their differences or come to a decision on their own, they shall 
submit the dispute or matter to mediation and decision by an impartial third party or 
professional mediator agreed to by all of the parties. If the parties can not agree on a 
mediator, or can not come to an agreement after mediation, then they shall submit the 
matter to binding arbitration with a mutually acceptable arbitrator or the American 
Arbitration Association, The arbitrators shall settle the dispute in whatever manner he or 
she feels will do substantial justice, recognizing the rights of all parties and commercial 
realities of the marketplace. The parties shall abide by the terms of the arbitrators' 
decision and shall cooperate fully and do any acts necessary to implement such decision. 
The costs of the arbitrator shall be advance by all of the parties or in accordance with Part 
3 above and the arbitrator may make any allocation of arbitration costs he of she feels is 
reasonable. 

6. Non-Frustration: No party to this Agreement shall commit any act or take any action 
which frustrates or hampers the rights of another party under this Agreement. Each party 
shall act in good faith and engage in fair dealing when taking any action under or related 
to this Agreement. 




Date: 
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Assignment of Invention and Patent Application 



For value received, Robert S. Namba of Corona Del Mar, CA 92625 (hereinafter 
ASSIGNOR) hereby sells, assigns, transfers, and sets over unto Robert S- Namba and Joseph 



and their successors or assigns (hereinafter ASSIGNEE) 100% of the following: 

(A) ASSIGNOR'S right, title and interest m and to the invention entitled 
"Safely Guide for Surgical Placement of Sharp Instruments" invented by ASSIGNOR; 

(B) the application for United States patent therefor, signed by ASSIGNOR on 
October 26, 2000, U.S. Patent and Tradcmaric Office Swial Number 09/697,463 filed: 
October 26, 2000: 

(C) any patent or reissues of any patent that may be granted thereon: and 

(D) any applications which are continuations, continuations-in-part, substitutes, or 
divisions of said s^plication. 

ASSIGNOR ako authorizes and requests the Assistant Commissioner for Patents to issue any 
resulting patent(s) as foQows: 100% to ASSIGNEE. 

ASSIGNOR hereby further sells, assigns, transfers, and sets over unto ASSIGNEE, the above 
percentage of ASSIGNORS entire right, title and interest in and to said invention in each and 
every country foreign to the United States; and ASSIGNOR further conveys to ASSIGNEE 
the above percentage of all priority rights resulting from the above-identified application for 
United States patent. ASSIGNOR agrees to execute all papers, give any required testimony 
and perform other lawful acts, at ASSIGNEE*S expense, as ASSIGNEE may require to 
enable ASSIGNEE to perfect ASSIGNEE'S interest m any resulting patent of the United 
States and countries foreign thereto, and to acquire, hold, enforce, convey and uphold the 
validity of said patent and reissues and extensions thereof, and ASSIGNEE'S interest therein. 
In testimony whereof ASSIGNOR has hereunto set its hand and seal to the date below. 



J. Spranza respectively of Corona Del Mar and Grass Valley, CA 




State: 




^2003 
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CAUFORNIA ALL-PURPOSE ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

i I 

state of California 1 5 

V ss. i 

J i 



County of Ov^iP^xyg 

On <^ON/^^lrO ^ 900"^^ before me. PVwwg. C. A^VATt i5^/>x/-v 



personally appeared "^o^^U^ VN-g^/*^'^^ 



Namo and riBo of Officar («^.. *Jine Ooo. Naiaiy Publicl 




#MNIC. MMTtSON 
Comminton #1365673 
NolQryPiMc-CaMoinfci | 
0•ono•Coun^ f 



Nameis) ot Sgner(s) 

Z personally known to me 

?H}roved to me on the basis of satisfactory 

evidence 

to be the person(s) whose name(s) \siat^ 
subscribed to the within instrument and 
acknowledged to me that he/ohofthfy executed 
the same In hls/hef«ior' authorized 
capacity(tes)r and that by his/ lici i Ahnii 
signature(s^on the Instrument the person(s)7 or 
the entity upon behalf of which the person(s} 
acted, executed the instmment. 

^SS my hand and offi(;ial seal. ^ 

SigfttttM of tbuff ftiuKe 




OPTIONAL 



Though the information befow is not required by iaw. it may prove vaiuabte to persons relying on the document and could prevent 
fraudulent removal and reattachment of this form to another document. 

Description of Attached Document 

Title or Type of Document: P^^'^^'-^ovA^^ A ^^X^m^^^j^ ^/'cMc^ Af^ . 

?0 



Document Date: 



. Number of Pages: 



Slgner(s) Other Than Named Above; vVry.^ 



Capactty(ies) Claimed by Signer 

Signer's Name: 



Z Individual 

Z Corporate Officer — Title(s): 

Partner — Z Limited Z General 

_ Attorney-in-Fact 

Z Trustee 

Z Guardian or Consenrator 

- Other 



RIGHT THUMBPRINT 
OF SIGNER 



Top of thumo neiB 



Signer is Representing:. 
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June 16, 2003 



To The Board of Directors 
Special Devices, Inc. 

It is (he intention of Joseph Spranza to form a partnership with Robert S. Namba, MD for the 
purposes of completing the patent prosecution of a safe sharp. I present below the history of the 
development, and the rationale for the partnership. 

Robert Namba had a concept for a safe guide for surgery. He filed a patent application in October 
26, 2000 for such a concept He paid for professional help in preparing the patent application and 
paid the filing fees. Namba ^preached Joseph Spranza in February 2001 , as Spranza was 
representing Special Devices Inc. (SDI) at a professional meeting. At that time, Namba asked if 
Spranza and SDI would be interested in developing hardware for a maricetable product. No 
agreement was reached. In February 2002, Namba again approached Spranza with the same 
question. A date was tentatively set and in May 2002, Spranza traveled to southern California and 
made an agreement with Namba to pursue a development, Spranza and Namba agreed: Spranza 
would develop hardware for a safe guide, at the expense of SDI. Namba agreed that he would go 
partners with Spranza in co-filing a joint patent, referred as a "child" to the original filing. Spranza 
agreed that SDI would file and pay for the child patent. SDI would manufacture any resulting 
products and sell them directly to end-users. SDI would pay a royalty to Namba for exclusive 
rights to the concept. 

Spranza and other SDI personnel developed hardware and showed such hardware to Namba on 
several occasions, each time requesting that Namba read and sign Spranza's lab notebook, with 
date of reading. Namba liked the hardware and said so. The hardware was unique and patentable 
in Spranza's mind. 

Recently, Namba was notified that Claims on his Patent Application were allowable. It is time to 
pursue finther patent(s). To do this, Namba will assign his patent to a Partnership, '"Namba and 
Spranza"; Spranza will write patents and file them in the name of the partnership. The Partnership 
will grant an exclusive License to SDI for the manufacture and sales of the product of the patent. 
Namba will be paid a royalty of 9% for his participation. Spranza will not receive royalties. 

Spranza is presenting this to the Board of Directors for approval. It is essentially the same 
agreement pursued with others. People file patents. Companies license such patents. 

Aonmved bx3oard of Directors, SDI 





Joseph Spranza, abstain 
Dated.^/.^, e 

cc: James D.Lia Esq. Daniel R. Benson Date 
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June 16, 2003 



To The Board of Directors 
Special Devices, Inc. 

It is the intention of Joseph Spranza to form a partnership with Robert S. Namba, MD for the 
purposes of completing the patent prosecution of a safe sharp. I present below the history of the 
development, and the rationale for the partnership. 

Robert Namba had a concept for a safe guide for surgery. He filed a patent application in October 
26, 2000 for such a concept. He paid for professional help in preparing the patent application and 
paid the filmg fees. Namba approached Joseph Spranza in February 2001 , as Spranza was 
representing Special Devices Inc. (SDI) at a professional meeting. At that time, Namba asked if 
Spranza and SDI would be interested in developing hardware for a marketable product. No 
s^eement was reached. In February 2002, Namba agam apiroached Spranza with the same 
question. A date was tentatively set and in May 2002, Spranza traveled to southem Califemia and 
made an agreement with Namba to pursue a development Spranza and Namba agreed: Spranza 
would develop hardware for a safe guide, at the expense of SDL Namba agreed that he would go 
partners with Spranza in co-filing a joint patent, referred as a "child** to the original filing. Spranza 
agreed that SDI would file and pay for the child patent. SDI would manufacture any resulting 
products and sell them directly to end-users. SDI would pay a royalty to Namba for exclusive 
rights to the concept 

Spranza and other SDI personnel developed hardware and showed such hardware to Namba on 
several occasions, each time requesting that Namba read and sign Spranza*s lab notebook, with 
date of reading. Namba liked the hardware and said so. The hardware was unique and patentable 
in Spranza's mind. 

Recently, Namba was notified that Claims on his Patent Application were allowable. It is time to 
pursue fiirther patent(s). To do this, Namba will assign his patent to a Partnership, ^^Namba and 
Spranza". Spranza \sdll write patents and file them m the name of the partnership. The Partnership 
will grant an exclusive License to SDI for the manufacture and sales of the product of the patent 
Namba will be paid a royalty of 9% for his partkipation. Spranza will not receive royahies. 

Spranza is presenting this to the Board of Directors for approval It is essentially the same 
agreement pursued with others. People file patrats. Conq>anies license such patents. 

Approved by Board of Directors, SDI 



Joseph Spranza, abstain 





Keith A. Harris 



Date 



cc: James D. Lia Esq. Daniel R, Benson 

SPECIAL DEVICES INCORPORATED 

12493 Old Rough and Ready Hwy. Grass Valley, CA 95945 

Tel. 530/273-6763 Fax 530/477-0583 e-mail = specialdevlcesmed.com 



Date 



EXHIBIT B 




In The United States Patent and Trademark Office 



Mailed on April 24, 2006 




Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, District of Columbia 2023 1 
Sir: 

Please file the following enclosed patent application papers: 
Applicant #1 Name. Joseph J. Spranza 
Applicant #2 Name Robert S. Namba 

Title: Safe Trochar with Guide for Placement of Surgical Drains 
This is a Continuation in Part application for 
"Safety Guide for Surgical Placement of Sharp Instruments", 
Originally filed October 26, 2000 

Serial Number 09/697-463, issued as Patent Number 6,613,039 

Divisional Application filed July 03, 2003, Serial Number 10/613'387 

Please cancel all Claims (numbers 1 through 8) and substitute the enclosed new Claims 

(numbers 9 through 26). 

These new Claims have been mailed before the First Office Action. 

Yours respectfully, 



Joseph J. Spranza 

12493 Old Rough and Ready Hwy. 

Grass Valley, CA 95945 




321 Milford Dr. 



Corona del Mar, CA 92625 



Mail Label 



Date of Deposit April 24, 2006 




EXHIBIT C 




In The United States Patent and Trademark Office 



Mailed on April 24, 2006 




Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, District of Columbia 20231 
Sir: 

Please file the following enclosed patent application papers: 
Applicant #1 Name. Joseph J. Spranza 
Applicant #2 Name Robert S . Namba 

Title: Safe Trochar with Guide for Placement of Surgical Drains 
This is a Continuation in Part application for 
"Safety Guide for Surgical Placement of Sharp Instruments^ 
Originally filed October 26, 2000 

Serial Number 09/697-463, issued as Patent Number 6,613,039 

Divisional Application filed July 03, 2003, Serial Number 10/613'387 

Please cancel all Claims (numbers 1 through 8) and substitute the enclosed new Claims 

(numbers 9 through 26). 

These new Claims have been mailed before the First Office Action. 

Yours respectfully, 



Joseph J. Spranza 

12493 Old Rough and Ready Hwy. 

Grass Valley, CA 95945 




321 MilfordDr. 



Corona del Mar, CA 92625 



Mail Label 



Date of Deposit April 24, 2006 




The Claims: We claim: 

9 (new). In the field of Surgery, a surgical trochar suitable for coupling to guide means, 
comprising : 

an elongate rod having a first end which is sharp pointed, and 
a second end with tubing attachment means, and wherein 
said second end also has indexing means. 
1 0 (new). The surgical trochar of Claim 9, wherein said rod is bent such that said 
first end is at an angle to said second end. 
1 1 (new). The surgical trochar of Claim 10 wherein said indexing means 
has an axis perpendicular to linear axis of said second end and 
coplanar with the plane of said bend. 
12 (new). The surgical trochar of Claim 1 1 wherein said indexing 
means is a groove. 

1 3 (new). The surgical trochar of Claim 9 wherein a rigid sheath is locked onto said 
first end, thereby protectively covering said sharp point. 
14 (new). The surgical trochar of Claim 1 3, wherein said sheath has 
releasable locicing means of attachment to trochar rod. 
1 S(new). The surgical trochar of Claim 14 wherein said 

releasable locking means is a planar element with a 
hole into which locks said trochar rod. 
1 6(new). The surgical trochar of Claim 13, wherein said sheath is 

substantially cylindrical, with index means relative to axis of 
rotation about linear axis. 
1 7(new). The surgical trochar of Claim 1 3 wherein said sheath has 
locking means for attachment to guide means. 
1 8(new) A guide for installing a surgical trochar comprising: 
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a first end having receiver means for said surgical trochar, a second end 
having holder means for securing thereto said surgical trochar in all degrees of 
freedom, and; 

connecting means wherein said first end and said second end are guided in 
continuous mutual alignment such that the sharp end of said trochar will 
follow a specified line from within said first end to a point distal from first 
end and then back again into the first end when said guide is actuated. 
19(new). The guide of Claim 1 S.wherein said receiver means is positioned to 

support tissue while being pierced by trochar. 
20(new). The guide of Claim 18 wherein said receiver means has pivot means 

such that said surgical trochar may be angled, thereby providing 

optimal handle leverage for pulling said trochar and tubing through 

tissue. 

21 (new). The guide of Claim 18 wherein said holder means has a plurality of 
articulated elements suitable for accepting said surgical trochar 
between them when in an open attitude and alternately forcing the 
trochar into a predetemiined aligned position with said receiver means 
when in a closed attitude, and wherein holder means is suitably strong 
so as to hold trochar against forces required for piercing tissue. 
22(new). The guide of Claim 1 8 wherein said receiver means and said holder 
means are conjoined by telescoping connecting means. 
23(new). The guide of Claim 22 wherein said telescoping alignment 
means has a controlling means over said telescoping means, 
which controlling means provides priority to receiver means 
over holder means. 

24(new). The guide of Claim 18 wherein said surgical trochar is releasable from 
said holder means if and only if trochar point is inside of said 
receiving means. 
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25(new). The guide of Claim 1 8 wherein said surgical trochar is unlockable 
from said receiver means one time only, following which first time, 
complete removal of surgical trochar from said guide is required, 
whereby the combination of trochar and guide provide quick, simple hardware for 
insertion of surgical drains with only one hand required, while fingers are a safe 
distance away from insertion and exit location of sharp point of trochar and further, 
whereby a trochar may not be used two times in succession. 
26(new). In the area of surgery a method for installing surgical drain tubing, comprising 
the steps of: 

providing 

a surgical trochar comprising : 

an elongate rod having a first end with a sharp point, 
a second end with tubing attachment means, and 
wherein said second end also has indexing means, and 
further where 

said first end has a protective sheath, and 
a guide for installing said surgical trochar, comprisbg: 

a first end wth receiver means for the surgical trochar, 
and a second end with holder means for securing the 
surgical trochar in all degrees of freedom, and 
cormecting means wherein; 
said first end and said second end are guided in 
continuous mutual alignment such that sharp end of 
said trochar will follow a specified line from within 
said first end to a point distal from first end and then 
back again into the first end when said guide is 
actuated. 
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inserting said first end of surgical trochar into said receiver means of 
said guide and installing said second end of surgical trochar into said 
holder means of said guide and, 

actuating said connecting means such that trochar sharp point is 
available and further, 

placing sharp point of trochar at desired point of entry into tissue and 
placing receiver means over location of desired exit of trochar from 
tissue and then reversing actuation of connecting means, thus piercing 
tissue, and further, 

releasing holder means, thus causing receiver means to pivot such that 
guide assumes an angle suitable for pulling surgical trochar and tubing 
through tissue, and, 

pulling guide so as to advance trochar and tubing the desired distance 

through tissue, and, 

cutting drain tubing, and lastly, 

rotating guide further, such that receiving means releases surgical 

trochar with protective sheath, for disposal, 
thereby to install surgical drain tubing, quickly easily and without the need to place fingers 
near trochar sharp point and further without the need to use additional instruments to pull 
trochar through tissue, and yet further to use only one hand and still further to ensure that 
trochar is used only one time. 
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Office Action Summary 


Application No. 
10^97,444 


Appiicant(s) 
SPRANZAETAL 


Examiner 

LoAn H. Thanh 


Art Unit 

3763 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROI^ THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMI^AUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provlstons of 37 CFR 1 .13e(a). in no event, however, may a reply be dmety filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the maUIng date of this oommuntcation. 

• If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date ol this oommunicatton. 

- Failure to reply wltttln the set or extended period for reply wiD, by statute, cause the application to become ABANIX)N£0 (35 U.S.C. § 1 33), 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the maQing date of iNs communication, even if timoty filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I) 13 Responsive to communlcallon(s) filed on 29 October 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is In condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayte, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 2 1 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) |HI Claim(s) is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 0 Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on Is/are: a)n accepted or bjD objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing($) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) Including the conrection is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

I I) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner Note the attached Office Action or fonn PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (0. 
a)DAII b)n Some * c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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3) □ Information Disclosure Statertteht(s) (PTOISa/08) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 

Paper No(s)/fWail Date . 6) □ Other: . 
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Application/Control Number: 10/697,444 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3763 

DETAILED ACTION 
Specneatioh 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following infomnalities: It is the 
Examiner s position that Applicant has evoked sixth paragraph, means-plus-function 
language to define Applicanfs invention. Therefore the Examiner requires the Applicant 
to amend the specification pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .75(d) and MPEP 608.01 (o) to exolicitlv 
state, with reference to the temis and phrases of the dalm element, what structure, 
materials, and acts perfonn the function recited In the claim element. Please note that 
the MPEP clearly states, "Even if the disclosure implicitly sets forth the structure, 
materials, or acts corresponding to the means-(or step-) plus-function claim element In 
compliance wHh 35 U.S.C. 112, first and second paragraphs, the PTO may still require 
the applicant to amend the specification pursuant to 37 CFR 1.75(d) and MPEP 
608.01(0)...". (Also see MPEP 2181 (Rev. 1. F^b.2000)) Wolfensperger, 302 F.2d at 
955, 133USPQat542. * 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

Claims 1-6,8 are objected to because of the following informalities: It is the 
Examiner's position that Applicant has evoked sixth paragraph, means-plus-function 
language to define Applicant's invention. Therefore the Examiner has objected to the 
claims for the reasons set forth above in the objection to the specification. 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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Art Unit: 3763 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-6, 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112. second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 is vague and indefinite because it is unclear whether applicant is 
intending to positively claim the indexing means since it is a part of the functional 
limitation. For purposes of art rejection , the indexing means is not considered 
positively claimed. 

Claim 6 is vague and indefinite because it is unclear vvhat applicant is intending 
to claim. There are no further limitations and the claim appears to be incomplete. ( For 
example, "wherein said" in line 1 of the claim ends abruptly ) . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made In this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or m public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Villegas 
(US 2581564). 
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Art Unit: 3763 

Villegas discloses a surgical trochar/device having an elongated rod having a 
sharp end at the distal end thereof and a second with means to connect to a tube and 
the second having a recess ( shown in figures 1-5). The rod is considered bent as 
shown in figures 4-5. 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Fukuda 
(US 4.345,604). 

With respect to claims 1-6,8, Fukuda discloses an elongate rod 13 having a 
sharp end and second end with a recess and means to connect a tube 1 1 . the rod is 
bent and a sheath 15 provides a covering for the sharp point. The sheath locking 
means is considered the tapered lumen at 16 which holds the rod. See figures 1-5, 9- 
13. With respect to the method claim 8, the sheath provides protection to the surgery 
personnel. 

With respect to claim 7, the guide is considered shown figure 8. The device has 
a receiver at one end and a second end attached to the arm 27 or the holder 18 is 
attached to the second end. As shown in figure 1 . 

The Examiner has interpreted the claim limitation in the broadest interpretation. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LoAn H. Thanh whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4966. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri ( first Friday off). 
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Art Unit: 3763 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nicholas Lucchesi can be reached on (571) 272-4977. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Infomnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more Information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated Information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CAN/U)A) or 571-272-1000. 

/LoAn H. Thanh/ 

LoAn H. Thanh 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3763 
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Michael F. Burkart, Chapter 7 Trustee 
5150 Fair Oaks Blvd., #101-185 
Carmichael, CA 95608 
Tel: (916)485-0412 
E-maii: bmkartffllcwo.con^ 
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UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 
SACRAMENTO DIVISION 



&ire: 

JOSEPH J. SPRANZA, 



Case No. 04-25484.A-'7 
DON: MFB-6 

DATE: March 31, 2008 
TIME: 9:00 A.M. 
DEFT: A 

COURTROOM: 28 (7* Flow) 



ORDER ON TRUSTEE'S MOTION TO APPROVE A DISTRIBUTION IN KIND 
TO THE SOLE REMAINING CREDITOR 

The Motion of Michael F. Burkart, being the duly appointed Chapter 7 Tnistee (the "Tmstee") 
in the above^aptioned case of Joseph J. Spranza (the '*Dd)tor"), requesting an order authorizing the 
distribution in land concerning the personal property held uiider the Bankruptcy Estate, was heard 
pursuant to this Court's regular Law and Motion calendar on Mardi 31, 2008. The lYustee appeared 
on his own behalf at tiie hearing. Other aj^earances were nj(ited on the record 

Th^ was no opposition filed nor argued at the hearing with regard to the Trustee's Motion 
requesting an authorization of the distribution in kind of the remaining Personal Property. 

The Court, havir^ duly conadmd the Tnistee's Motion and the Court's file herein, and good 
cause appealing therefor, ordered as follows: 
rr IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT: 

A The Trustee's Motion for an order authorizing the distributioa in kind concerning the 

reonaining Personal Property held under the Bankruptcy Estate is granted. 
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B. The Trustee is authorized to distribute the remaining Personal Property of the Estate to 
Susan Spnmza as provided under Proof of Claim No. 8, filed on January 24, 2008. 

C. Inunediately upon entry of this order, the following described Personal Property of the 
Estate shall be <fistributed in kind to Susan Spranza; 

• Stock ownership in Spedal Devices, Inc.(SDI) 

• Special Devices owes past due wages 

• Spedal Devices owes personal loans 

• Misc. Patents: 

a) Personal patent (promised to be assigned to SDI) - Flexi 
J. Sharejlp§terit(prpi]Qis!eA to be assigned . 

c) Co-owned (licensed to SDI) - Safe Trochar 

d) 3"* party ownership (licensed to SDI) - Bone Biopsy 

e) Patent application (to be assigned to SDI) -Trephine 

• 1980 Rolls RoyceCanmrgue 

• Moto Guzzi motorcycle 

• 1957 Alfa Romeo Spider 

• 1980 Maserati Quattro Pwte 

• 1991 Chrysler TC 

• NGsc. equipment used exclusivdy by SDI 

D. The Trustee is authorized to execute any and all documents necessary to complete the 
distribution of the remaning Personal Property of the Estate. 



Datea: 01 /^ril, 2008 ^otltt 
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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address^ 



This application Is abandoned In view of: 

1. S Applicant's failure to timely file a proper reply to the Office letter mailed on 09 July 2007 . 

(a) □ A reply was received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated ), which is after the expiration of the 

period for reply (including a total extension of time of month(s)) which expired on . 

(b) □ A proposed reply was received on , but it does not constitute a proper reply under 37 CFR 1.1 13 (a) to the final rejection. 

(A proper reply under 37 CFR 1.113 to a final rejection consists only of: (1) a timely filed amendment which places the 
application in condition for allowance; (2) a timely filed Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee); or (3) a timely filed Request for 
Continued Examination (RCE) in compliance with 37 CFR 1.114). 

(c) □ A reply was received on but it does not constitute a proper reply, or a bona fide attempt at a proper reply, to the non- 

finai rejection. See 37 CFR 1.85(a) and 1.111. (See explanation in box 7 below). 

(d) IS No reply has been received. 

2. □ Applicant's failure to timely pay the required issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, within the statutory period of three months 

from the mailing date of the Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(a) □ The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, was received on (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated 

), which is after the expiration of the statutory period for payment of the issue fee (and publication fee) set in the Notice of 

Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(b) □ The submitted fee of $ is insufficient. A balance of $ is due. 

The Issue fee required by 37 CFR 1.18 is $ . The publication fee, if required by 37 CFR 1.18(d), is $ . 

(c) D The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, has not been received. 

3 D Applicant's failure to timely file conned drawings as required by, and within the three-month period set in, the Notice of 
Allowability (PTO-37). 

(a) D Proposed corrected drawings were received on ^ (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated ), which is 

after the expiration of the period for reply. 

(b) □ No corrected drawings have been received. 

4. □ The letter of express abandonment which Is signed by the attorney or agent of record, the assignee of the entire interest, or all of 

the applicants. 

5. □ The letter of express abandonment which is signed by an attorney or agent (acting in a representative capacity under 37 CFR 

1 .34(a)) upon the filing of a continuing application. 

6. □ The decision by the Board of Patent Appeals and Interference rendered on and because the period for seeking court review 

of the decision has expired and there are no allowed claims. 

7. □ The reason(s) below: 



/Nicholas D Lucchesi/ /Christopher D Koharski/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3763 Examiner. Art Unit 3763 



PetiUons to revive under 37 CFR 1.137(a) or (b), or requests to withdraw the holding of abandonnnent under 37 CFR 1.181, should be promptly filed to 
minimize any negative effects on patent term. 
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U.S. Patent and Trademark OfBce 
Commissioner of Patent and Tiademaiks 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA223 13-1450 

Dear Commissioner of Patent and Trademadcs: 



I am requesting Standing. My husbands name was Joseph J. Spranza III. 

Joe had several patent and patent applications. The specific issue I am presently working 
on is application # 10/697,444. I believe this is a Continuation in Part to patent # 
9.697.463. The Continuation in Part is referred to as Safe Trochar with Guide for 
Placement of Surgical Drains. 

These application needs to be revived and I understand that I need standing in order to do 
this. 

I have enclosed the Court Order signed and given to me by the federal Judge and in this 
instance referred to as Saf-Trochar, also, a copy of Joe's Death Certificate. 

If you need any additional information please advise me as soon as possible, as I am 
working on the revival paperwork as we write. > 




Susan Spranza 
12493 Old Rough and Ready Hwy 
Grass VaUey, California ^5945 

Phone 916/300-1320 
Or Phone 530/273-1987 
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Michael F. Burkart, Chapter 7 Trustee 
5150 Fair Oaks Blvd., #101-185 
Caimichad, CA 95608 
Tel: (916)485-0412 
E-mail: biiricart(aicwo.cxMn 
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UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 
SACRAMENTO DIVISION 



In re: 

JOSEPH J. SPRANZA, 
Debtor 



Case No. 04-25484-A-7 
DCN: MFB-6 

DATE: March 31, 2008 
TIME: 9:00 A.M. 
DEPT: A 

COURTROOM: 28 (7* Floor) 



ORDER ON TRUSTEE ^S M OTION TO APPROVE A DISTRIBUTION IN KIND 
TO THE SOLE REMAINING CREDITOR 

The Motion of Michael F. Buifcait, bdng the duly appointed Chapter 7 Trustee (the ^Tiustee") 
in the above-captioned case of Josq>h J. Spranza (the ''Debtoi^X requesting an order authorizing the 
distribution in kind concerning the personal property hdd under the Bankniptcy Estate, was heard 
pursuant to this Court's regular Law and Motion caloidar on March 3 1, 2008. Hie Trustee an>eared 
on his own behalf at the hearing. Other appeanuices were npted on the record. 

There was no opposition filed nor argued at the hearing with regard to the Trustee's Motion 
requesting an authorization of the distribution in kind of the remaining Personal Property. 

The Court, having duly considered the Trustee's Motion and the Court's file hcrdn, and good 
cause appearing therefor, ordered as follows: 
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT: 

A, The Trustee's Motion for an order authorizing the distribution in kind concerabg the 

remaining Personal Propeity held under the Bankniptcy Estate is granted. 



RBCBIVSO 
11 01, 2008 
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B. The Trustee is authorized to distribute the lemaining Personal Property of the Estate to 
Susan Spranza as provided under Proof of Claim No. 8, filed on January 24, 2008. 

C. Immediately upon entiy of this order, the following described Personal Property of the 
Estate shall be distributed in kind to Susan Spranza: 

• Stock ownership in Spedal Devices, Inc.(SDI} 

• Special Devices owes past due wages 

• Spedal Devices owes persona] loans 

• NDsc. Patents: 

a) Personal patent (promised to be assigned to SDI) - Flexi 
. J. ^ ibX ShfunedpaemCproMsfidtobeasagncdtoSDI)^ . 

c) Co-owned (licensed to SDI) - Safe Trochar 

d) 3"* party ownership (licensed to SDI) - Bone Biopsy 

e) Patent application (to be assigned to SDI) -Trephine 

• 1980 Rolls Royce Camargue 

• Moto Guzzi motorcycle 

• 1957 Alfa Romeo Spider 

• 1980 Maserati Quattro Porte 

• 1991 Chrysler TC 

• Nfisc. eqiupment used exclusively by SDI 

D. The Tfustee is authorized to execute ai^ and all documents necessary to complete the 
distributicm of the remaining Personal Property of the Estate. 

Dated: 01 April, 2008 



By tihe Qcfinact 
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PTO/SBtt4(08^8) 
Approved for use throuBti 08/31/2008. 0MB 08Si-O03i 
U.$. Patontantf Traifemark Office; as. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Reducaon Art of 1995. no peisofis am required to resi^ 




PETITION FOR REVIVAL OF AN APPLICATION FOR PATENT 
ABANDONED UNINTENTIONALLY UNDER 37 CFR 1.137(b) 



Docket Number (Optional) 



Art Unit 



Examiner . © 



Rrst named inventor *3oSe.^Vi T« ^^^^^^ t o**- 
AppllcatlonNo.: \o|to^^- MiM 4 . 
Filed: lO/flC^JoS 

Attention: Office of Petitions 
Mall Stop Petition 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
FAX (571) 273-8300 

NOTE; If infonratton or assistance is needed in completing ttiis fonn, please contact Petitions 
Inlbmnation at (571 ) 272-3282. 

The atxjve^dentified application becavne abandoned for failure to file a timely and proper reply to a notice or 
action by the United States Patent and Trademark Office. The daie of abandonment is the day after the expiration 
date of the period set for reply in the office notice or action plus ari extensions of time actually obtained. 

APPLICANT HEREBY PETITIONS FOR REVIVAL OF THIS APPLICATION 

NOTE: A grantable petition requires the following items: 

(1) Petition fee; 

(2) Reply and/or issue fee; 

(3) Tenminal disdainter with disclaimer fee - required for all utirrty and plant applications 
filed before June 8, 1 995; and for all design applications; and 

(4) Statement that the entire d^ay was unintenfional. 

IF^Jifipnfee ^^m^O^ 
p<[Small entity-fee $ ^10 " (37 CFR 1.17(m)). Appjicant claims small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27. 



I 1 Other than small entity - fee $ , 



.(37CFR1.17(m)) 



2. Reply arid/or fee 

A. The reply and/or fee to me above-noted Office action in 
the forni of , 



Jidentify type of reply): 



has been filed previously on . 
is enclosed herewith. 



B. 



TTie issue fee and publication fee (if applicable) of $ . 
^ has been paid pre^ously on _ 
Is enclosed herewith. 



06/86/2008 LTRUONG 00000026 10S97444 

01 FC:2453 ' * 770-00 OP 



[P3SQ1CII2] 

This collection of mtoimatton is required 6y 37 CFR 1.137(b). IhQ informalion is required to oWain or retain b beneW by the public which Is to fite <artd by the 
USPTO to process) an applteatlon. ConRdentlaltty is govomed by 35 U|S.C. 122 and 37 CFR l.ll and 1.14. This coBection Is estimated to take l.o hour to 
complete. incMng gatherlna. prepartng. and submittng the completed appOcalon fbrm Id the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the indlvlduBl case. Any 
oornmenis 0(1 the amoum of time you require to omiptelB this llm and/or suggest lidoinration Officer. 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Offloe, U.S. Department of Commepoe, P.O. Box 1490. Alexandria. VA 22313-14S0. DO not send fees OR COIMpleted 
FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Mall Stop PMitlon. Coimnlssloner fdr Patents. P.O. Box 1460, Atoxandria, VA 2231M460. 

If you need assistanoe In oompleting the forni, cap l-BOO^nrMm and select option 2. 



PTQ/Sa/64 (08-OB) 
Approved for use through 08/31/2008. 0MB 0851-0031 
U.S. Patent and TrademaiK O»ioe: U.a DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under ihgPapetwiwfcReduclton Art of 1995. fiopefsonsaroreq^ 



3. Terminal disclaimer with disclaimer fee 



ITTl Since this utility/plant appHcation was filed on or after June 8, 1995, no temninal disclaimer Is required. 

rn A temninal disclaimer (and disclaimer fee (37 CFR 1 .20(d)) of $ . for a small entity or $ ' 
— for other than a small entity) disclaiming the required period of time is enclosed herewith (see 
PTO/SB/63). 

4. STATEMENT: The entire delay in filing the required reply from the due date for the required reply until the 
filing of a grantat>le petition under 37 CFR 1.137(b) was unintentional. [NOTE The United States Patent and 
Trademark Office may require additional infonnation if there is a question as to whether either the 
at>andonment orthe delay in filing a petition under 37 CFR 1.137(t>) was unintentional (MPEP 71 1.03(c), 
subsections (illKC) and (D)).] 

WARNING: 

Petitioner/^licant is cautioned to avcNd submitting personed Information in documents filed in a patent application that may 
contribute to identity thelL Pereonal information siich as sodal security numbers, bank account numbers, or credit card 
numbers (other than a check or credit card authorceation form PTO-2038 sidrntitted for payment purposes) is never required by 
the USPTO to support a pemon or an applk:ation. If this type of personal information Is indude<j in documents submitted to the 
USPTO, petittoners/applicants shoukS consider redacting such personal infomiatkm from the documents befoiB submitting them 
to the USPTO. Pefitioner/applicant is advised that the record of a patent api^katkm is available to the public after publication 
of the application (unless a noniniblkatton request in compilanoe with 37 CFR 1 21 3(a) Is made in the application) or issuance 
of a patent Furthermore, the leoord tiom an abandoned application may also be av&taMe to the public if the application is 
referenced in a published appncatwn or an issued patent (see 37 CFR 1 .14). Checks ana credit can! authorfzafion fomis PTO- 
2038 subfi^ for payment i^rposes are not retained in the application file and thereforis are not publidy available. 

„^ X,,. - ^ $Mof^ 

Signatuiga> Date 
Typed or printed name Registration Numl)er, if applicatile . 

Address ' Telephone Numt)er 

Address 

Enclosures: Fee Payment 
□ Reply 

I I Terminal Disclaimer Form 

1 I Additnnal she^ containing statements estabDshing unintentional delay 

l~l Othe r \ • 




CERTIFICATE OF MAILING OR TRANSMISSION 137 CFR 1.8(a)l 
I hereby certify that this correspondence Is being: 

Deposited wth the United States Postal Senrice on the date shown below with sufficient 
^ postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Mail Stop Petitwn, Commissioner for 

Patente, P. O. Box 1450. Atexandria. VAl2313*1450. 
I I Transmitted by facsimile on the date slpfi below to the^yited States Patent and Trademark 
ceat(! 

Date 




*— ' Office at (571) 273-8300. 

C\ Signature 




Typed or printed name of person signing certificate 
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Privacy Act Statement 



The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires ttial you be given certain information in connection 
with your submission of the attached fomi related to a patent application or patent Accordingly, 
pursuant to the requfrements of the Act, please be advised that (1) the general authority for the 
collection of this infonnation is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) funvshing of the infonmation soltcited Is voluntaiy; 
and (3) the principal purpose for which the infomrtation Is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office Is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent If you do 
not furnish the requested tnfonnfiation, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to 
process and/or examine your submission, which may result m termination of proceedings or 
abandonment ol^the application or expiration of the patent 

The infbrmatton provided by you in this form will be subject to the fbikywing routine uses: 

1 . The infomnation on this fomi will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the 
Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from 
this system of records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether 
disclosure of these records is required by the freedom of Infomnation Act 

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of 
presenting evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to 
opposing counsel in the course of settlement negotiations. 

3. A record In this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use. to a Member of 
Congress submitting a request Evolving an Individual, to whom the record pertains, when the 
individual has requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the 
record. 

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use. to a contractor of the 
Agency having need for the infonnation in order to perform a contract Recipients of 
informatton shall be required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as 
amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m). 

5. A record related to an International Application fQed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in 
this system of records may be disctosed. as a routine use. to the Intemattonal Bureau of the 
World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperatk)n Treaty. 

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal 
agency for purposes of Natk)nal Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to 
the Atontic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)). 

7. A record firom this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, 
General Sendees, or his/her designee, during an Inspection of records conducted by GSA as 
part of that agents responsibility to recommend improvements in records man^iement 
practices and pros^an^s, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall 
be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this 
purpose, and any other relevant (/.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not 
be used to make determinations at)out individuals. 

6. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after 
either publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issimnce of a patent 
pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151 . Further, a record may be disctosed, subject to the limitations of 37 
CFR 1.14, as a routine use. to the public If the record was filed in an application which 
became abandoned or in which the proceedings were tenminated and which applicatfe)n Is 
ref^nced by either a published application, an applicatibn open to public inspection or an 
issued patent. . 

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, 
or local law enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential 
eolation of law or regulation. 



August 2S, 2008 



Commissioner of Patents 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 20213 



Dear Sir. 



We acknowledge that the Continuation-in-Part application for "Safety Guide for 
Surgical Placement of Sharp Instruments'* Serial No. 10/697,444 has been 
abandoned. 

It is our intention to revive this £q)plication; however, the last office action is 
directed to claims 1-8 which were previously cancelled by our letter dated April 
* 24, 2006. That letter included an attachment with new claims 9-26 substituted for 
those cancelled claims. That letter and its attachment are enclosed. 

It appeals that the Patent office does not have this letter of April 24, 2006 and its 
attachment Enclosed is a copy of a returned postcard dated on or £AK)ut 4/24/06 
showing that the above mentioned letter was sent to and received by the Patent 
Office. 

In revival of an abandoned application any outstanding Office Action must be 
responded to, but the wrong claims have been rejected by the Patent Office, 
therefore, either a new Office Action is required for claims 9-26 or we need to 
revive without responding to the Office Action. 

We are requesting any action not be made final, as we wiD need to respond to 
any new office action, 

A letter of request for Standing, as wife of my deceased husband Joseph John 
Spranza III, is enclosed herewith. 




Widow of Joseph John Spranza in 
12493 Old Rough and Ready Hwy 
Grass Valley, CA 95945 
Phone: 916/300-1320 



In The United States Patent and Trademark Office 



Mailed on April 24, 2006 

Assistant Conunissioner for Patents 
Washington, District of Columbia 2023 1 
Sir: 

Please file the following enclosed patent application papers: 
Applicant #1 Name. Joseph J. Spranza 
Applicant #2 Name ' "Robert S. Namba 

Title: Safe Trochar with Guide for Placement of Suigical Drains 
This is a Continuation in Part application for 
'"Safety Guide for Surgical Placement of Sharp Instruments", 
Originally filed October 26, 2000 

Serial Number 09/697-463, issued as Patent Number 6,61 3,039 r*^ 
Divisional Application filed July 03, 2003, Serial Number 10/613*387 
Please cancel all Claims (numbers 1 through 8) and substitute the enclosed new Claims 
(numbers 9 through 26). 

These new Claims have been mailed before the First Office Action. 

Yours respectfully, 

Joseph J. Spranza 
12493 Old Rough and Ready Hwy. 
Grass Valley, CA 95945 



Robert S, Namba 

321 MilfordDr. 

Corona del Mar, CA 92625 



Mail Label Date of Deposit April 24, 2006 

Signed 
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U.S. Postal Service M 
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(Domestic MaU Only; No Insurance Coverage Provided) 



For delivery information visil our wcbsiic at www.usos.com, 
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SEi^iOER: COf/.PLzTE THIS SECTlOti 



Comptote items 1, 2, and 3. Also compiete 

item 4 if Restricted Delivery is desired. 
I Print your name and address on the reverse 

so that we can return the card to yoa 
I Attach this card to the t>acK of the mai 

Of on the front if space permits. 



1. Article AMBSsed to: 




3, Sendee Type 

□ Certified Mall 

□ Registered 

□ Insured MaJt 



□ Express Mall 

□ Return Receipt for Merchandise 

□ C.O.a 



4. Restricted Deflvery7i&ttr8 Fee; 



2. Article Number 



70QS'"dbi^U □000 5536 1803 



Oomaetio Mum Beoeipl 



Application No. 




AppHcant(8) 
SPRANZAETAL 



Alt Unit 
3783 



"Period f^Si'JI!/^"''"''''''"'"''''^'^'' ^ 



B NO iS f nwiwo oBta or this eoimnunicstieA. 

oafflMpMBmnnnMliustmeiit jrCFRT/oSml^ ^^^^ 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communfcation(s) filed on 29 October 3iu );i 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 26)0 This action is non-final 

30 Since this application is in condiOon for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
Closed .n accordance with the practice under Scparte Quayto, 1935 CD. iJ 453 qIJ^^is 
OisposHlon of Claims 

4) S Claim{s) is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration 

5) U Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Ctaim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requlrwnent 

Application Papeiv 

9) D The specification Is ot)jected to by the Examiner. 

100 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Appicammayn(rtrequestthatanyobjec«ontothedrawlng{s)beheldinabeyance.See37CFRl85(^^ 
ii.n tt« correction is required if the draw(ng{s) is ot^ected lo See 37 CFR 1 12lfd» 

ll)DTheoathordecterabonisot,jectedfot,ytheExaminer.Note.heat,achS^ 
priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

iD Certified copies of the priority documents have been received 

2.n CertifiedcopiesoftheprioritydocumentshavebeenrecelvedlnApplicationNo 

11 f^^r? r"'' "'^^ '^^'^ "» "-^na' Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17 2(a)) 
• See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachinent(s) 

1) H Nottoe of Reforenoes Cited (PT0^92) 

2) □ Notice of Draft8pef8on*8 Patent Drawing Review (PTO-WB) 

3) LJ toformatlon OiscJosure St8temeht(9) (PT0/SBrt)8) 
Paper No(8)/Ma» Date . ' 



<) D InleivJew Summary (PTCM13) 
Paper No{8)/Maa Date. _ . 
5) □ Notice of Informal Patent AppScatfon 
SjDother 



PTOl.326(Rev.08^) 
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APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 
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Joscp5 J. Spranra 

12493 Old Rough and Ready Hwy. 

Grass Valley, CA 95943 
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Joseph I Spranza 
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Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this appli 
The iime period for reply, if any. is set in die attached communication. 



licatlon or proceeding. 



PTOL>90A (Rcv.04A>7) 



Application/Control Number. 10/697.444 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3763 

DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following Infonnalitles: It is the 
Examiner's position that Applicant has evoked sixth paragraph, means-plus-function 
language to define Applicant's invention. Therefore the Examiner requires the Applicant 
to amend the specification pursuant to 37 CFR 1.75(d) and MPEP 608.01 (o) to exoliciMv 
State, with reference to the terms and phrases of the claim element, what structure, 
materials, and acts perfomfi the function recited In the claim element. Please note that 
the MPEP clearly states, "Even if the disclosure Implidtly sets forth the structure, 
materials, or acts corresponding to the means-(or step-) plus^nctlon claim element In 
compliance with 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first and second paragraphs, the PTO may still require 
the applicant to amend the specification pursuant to 37 CFR 1.75(d) and MPEP 
608.01(0)...-. (Also see MPEP 2181 (Rev. 1, Feb.2000)) Wolfenspo/ger. 302 F.2d at 
955.133USPQatS42. 

Appropriate correction Is required. 

Claim Objaeaons 

Claims 1-6,8 are objected to because of the following Infonnalities: It is the 
Examiner's position that Applicant has evoked sixth paragraph, means-plus-function 
language to define Applicant's invention. Therefore the Examiner has objected to the 
claims for the reasons set forth above in the objection to the specification. 

Appropriate correction is required. 



Application/Control Number: 10/697,444 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3763 

Claim ReJecHons • 35 USC § 112 
The following Is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

TTie specification shall condudo with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the appOcant regards ias his invention, 

Claims 1-6. 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly daim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 is vague and indefinite because it is unclear whether applicant is 
intending to positively claim the indexing means since it is a part of the functional 
limitation. For purposes of art rejection , the indexing means is not considered 
positively claimed. 

Claim 6 is vague and indefinite because It is unclear what applicant Is intending 
to claim. There are no further limitations and the claim appears to be incomplete. ( For 
example, "wherein said" in line 1 of the claim ends abruptly ) . 

Claim Rejscaons - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person Shall be enUiled to a patent unless - 

■ uXT^^.^VI^'^ "^f*** ^ publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
Statw. """^ ^ "** applicaUon for patent In the United 

Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Villegas 
( US 2581564). 



Application/Control Number 10/897,444 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3763 

Viilegas discloses a surgical trochar/device having an elongated rod having a 
sharp end at the distal end thereof and a second with means to connect to a tube and 
the second having a recess ( showvn in figures 1-5). The rod is considered bent as 
shown in figures 4-5. 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Fukuda 
(US 4,345.604). 

With respect to claims 1-6.8, Fukuda discloses an elongate rod 13 having a 
sharp end and second end with a recess and means to connect a tube 1 1 . the rod is 
bent and a sheath 15 provides a covering for the sharp point. The sheath locking 
means is consMered the tapered lumen at 16 whfeh hoMs the rod. See figures 1-5. 9- 
13. With respect to the method claim 8, the sheath provkJes protection to the surgery 
personnel. 

With respect to claim 7, the gukJe is consWered shown figure 8. Ttiedevteehas 
a receiver at one end and a second end attached to the arm 27 or the hoWer 18 is 
attached to the second end. As shovwi in figure 1 . 

The Examiner has interpreted the claim limitation in the broadest interpretatk>n. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LoAn H. Thanh whose telephone number is (57.1) 272- 
4966. The examiner can nonnally be reached on Mon-Frl ( first Friday ofO- 



Application/Control Number: 10/697,444 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3763 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nicholas LucchesI can be reached on (571) 272-4977. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infomiation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infomiation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infbnnation about the PAIR system, see http://pairKJirect.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (E8C) at 866-217-9197 (tolWree). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/LoAn H. Thanh/ 

LoAn H. Thanh 
Primary Examiner 
LT Art Unit 3763 




July 31, 2008 



U.S, Patent and Trademark OfBce 
Commissioner of Patent and Trademarks 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA223i3-1450 

Dear Commissioner of Patent and Trademaiks: 



I am requesting Standing. My husbands name was Joseph J. Spranza III. 

Joe had several patent and patent applications. The specific issue I am presently working 
on is application # 1 0/697,444. I believe this is a Contmuation in Part to patent # 
9.697.463. The Continuation in Part is referred to as Safe Trochar with Guide for 
Placement of Surgical Drains. 

These application needs to be revived and I understand that I need standing in order to do 
this. 

I have enclosed the Court Order signed and given to me by the federal Judge and in this 
instance referred to as Saf-Trocbar, also, a copy of Joe's Death Certificate. 

If you need any additional information please advise me as soon as possible, as I am 
working on the revival paperwork as we write. 



Susan Spranza 
12493 Old Rough and Ready Hwy 
Grass Valley, California 95945 

Phone 916/300-1320 
Or Phone 530/273-1987 
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NGchad R Buricait, Chapter 7 Trustee 
51 50 Fair Oaks Blvd.. #101-185 
Cannichael,CA 95608 
Td: (916)485-0412 
£*mail: buikaitracwo.com 



UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF CAUFORNU 
SACRAMENTO DIVISION 



In re: 

JOSEPH J. SPRANZA, 

Ddbtor. 



Case No. 04-2S484-A-7 
DCN: MFB.6 

DATE: March 31, 2008 
TIME: 9:00 A,M. 
DEPT: A 

COURTROOM: 28 (7* Floor) 



ORDER ON TRUSTE£*S MOTION TO APPROVE A DISTRIBUTION IN KIND 
TO THE SOLE REMAINING CREDTEOR 

The Motion of Michael F. Buikart» being the duly appdnted Oiapter 7 Tnistee (the "Tnutee"*) 
in the above-captioned case of Joseph J. Spranza (the ''Debtoi^X requesting an order auAorizing the 
distribution in kind conceraing the personal property hdd under the Bankniptcy Estate, was heard 
pursuant to this Court's regular Law and Modon calendar on March 31, 2008. The Tnistee appeared 
on his own behalf at Uie hearing. Other appeanmces were noted on the record. 

There was no opposition filed nor argued at the hearing with regard to the Trustee's Motion 
requesting an authorization of the distribution in kind of the remaining Personal Property. 

The Court, having duly considered the Trustee's Motion and the Court's file herein, and good 
cause appearing therefor, ordered as follows: 
TT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT: 

A The Trustee's Motion for an order authorizing the distribution in kind conceraing the 

remainiog Personal Property held under the Bankruptcy Estate is granted. 



UZCBIVED 

LI 0 1, 2008 

I. BM3BnOtfXt9Ct CUUHV 
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Speaal Devices owes past due wages 

• Special Devices owes pcraonal loans 

• Misc. Paieats: 

f) J«^«ll««tent(promisedtobeassignedtoSDL>.FI«J 
S) 5-7^'*' ^"^."^ *° SDD . Safe TnKhaT^ " 



• 



Moto Guzzi motorcycle 
1957 Alfa Romeo Spider 
1980 Maserati Quattro Porte 
1991 ChiysIerTC 

Misc. equipment used exclusively by SDI 



P The Trustee is authorized lo execute anv and ^ 
01 AprtI, 2008 «y Cte CBU« 
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The Claims: We claim: 



9 (new). In the field of Surgery, a surgical trochar suitable for coupling to guide means, 
comprising : 

an elongate lod having a first end which is sharp pointed, and 
a second end with tubing attachment means, and wherein 
said second end also has indexing means* 
1 0 (new). The surgical trochar of Claim 9, wherein said rod is bent such that said 
first end is at an angle to said second end. 
1 1 (new). The surgical trochar of Claim 1 0 wherein said mdexing means 
has an axis perpendicular to linear axis of said second end and 
coplanar with the plane of said bend. 
1 2 (new). The surgical trochar of Claim 1 1 wherein said indexing 
means is a groove. 

1 3 (new). The surgical trochar of Claim 9 wherein a rigid sheath is locked onto said 
first end, thereby protectively covering said shaip point. 
1 4 (new). The surgical trochar of Claim 1 3, wherein said sheath has 
releasable lockii^ means of attachment to trochar rod. 
1 5(new). The surgical trochar of Claim 1 4 wherein said 

releasable locking means is a planar element with a 
hole into which locks said trochar rod. 
16(new). The surgical trochar of Claim 13, wherein said sheath is 

substantially cylindrical, with index means relative to axis of 
rotation about linear axis. 
1 7(new). The surgical trochar of Claim 1 3 wherein said sheath has 
locking means for attachment to guide means. 
1 8(new) A guide for installing a surgical trochar comprising: 
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20(new). 



21(new). 



a first end having receiver means for said surgical trochar, a second end 
having holder means for securing thereto said surgical trochar in all degrees of 
freedom, and; 

connecting means v^erein said first end and said second end are guided in 
continuous mutual alignment such that the sharp end of said tiochar will 
follow a specified line from within said first end to a point distal from first 
end and then back again into die first end v/hen said guide is actuated. 
1 9(new). The guide of Claim 1 8 wherein said receiver means is positioned to 
support tissue while being pierced by trochar. 
The guide of Claim 1 8 wherein said receiver means has pivot means 
such that said surgical trochar may be ai^cd, thereby providing 
optimal handle leverage for pulling said trochar and tubing through 
tissue. 

The guide of Claim 1 8 -wbertin said holder means has a plurality of ' 
articulated elements suitable for accepting said surgical trochar 
between them when in an open attitude and altemately forcing the 
trochar into a predetermined aligned position with said receiver means 
when in a closed attitude, and wherein holder means is suitably strong 
so as to hold trochar against forces required for piercing tissue. 
The guide of Claim 18 wherein said receiver means and said holder 
means are conjoined by telescoping connecting means. 
23(new). The guide of Claim 22 wherein said telescoping alignmem 
means has a controlling means over said telescoping means, 
which controlling means provides priority to receiver means 
over holder means. 
The guide of Claim 18 wherein said surgical trochar is releasable from 
said holder means if and only if trochar point is inside of said 
receiving means. 



22(new). 



24(new). 
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25(new). The guide of Claim 1 8 wherein said surgical trochar is unlockable 
from said receiver means one time only, following which first time, 
complete removal of surgical trochar from said guide is required, 
whereby the combination of trochar and guide provide quick, simple hardware for 
insertion of surgical drains with only one hand required, while fingers are a safe 
distance away from insertion and exit location of sharp point of trochar and fiirther, 
whereby a trochar may not be used two times in succession. 
26(new). In the area of surgery a method for installing surgical drain tubing, comprising 
the steps of: 

providing 

a surgical trochar comprising ; 

an elongate rod having a first end with a shaip point, 
a second end with mbing attachment means, and 
wherein said second end also has indexing means, and 
fiirther >^ere 

said first end has a protective sheath, and 
a guide for installing said surgical trochar, comprising: 

a first end with receiver means for the surgical trochar, 

and a second end with holder means for securing the 
surgical trochar in all degrees of freedom, and 
connecting means wherein; 
said first end and said second end are guided in 
continuous mutual alignment such that sharp end of 
said trochar will follow a specified line from within 
said first end to a point distal Bronx first end and then 
back again into the first end when said guide is 
actuated. 
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inserting said first end of surgical trochar into said receiver means of 
said guide and installing said second end of surgical trochar into said 
holder means of said guide and,' 

actuatmg said connecting means such that trochar sharp point is 
available and further, 

placing sharp point of trochar at desired point of entry into tissue and 
placing receiver means over location of desired exit of trochar from 
tissue and then reversing actuation of connecting means, thus piercing 
tissue, and further, 

releasing holder means, thus causing receiver means to pivot such that 
guide assumes an angle suitable for pulling surgical trochar and tubing 
through tissue, and, 

pulling guide so as to advance trochar and tubing the desired distance 

through tissue, and, 

cutting drain tubing, and lastly, 

rotating guide further, such that receiving means releases surgical 

trochar v^th protective sheath, for disposal, 
thereby to install surgical drain tubing, quickly easily and without the need to place fmgers 
near trochar sharp point and further without the need to use additional instruments to pull 
trochar through tissue, and yet further to use only one hand and still further to ensure that 
trochar is used only one time. 
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JOSEPH J. SPRANZA 

12493 OLD ROUGH AND R£ADY HWY. 

GRASS VALLEY CA 95945 



In re Application of 

Josqih J. Spranza et al 

Application No. 10/697,444 

Filed: October 29, 2003 

Attorney Docket No. SAFE TROCHAR WITH 

GUIDE FOR PLACEMENT OF SURGICAL 

DRAINS 



COPY MAILED 
DEC 1 6 2008 
OFFICE OF PEimONS 

ON PETITION 



This is a decision on the petition under the unintentional provisions of 37 CFR 1.137(b), filed 
August 26, 2008, to revive the above-identified application. 

The petition is DISMISSED. 

Any request for reconsidoation of this decision must be submitted within TWO (2) MONTHS 
from the mail date of this decision. Extensions of time under 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a) are permitted. 
The reconsideration request should include a cover letter entitled "Renevi'ed Petition under 
37 CFR 1 .137(b)." This is not a fmal agency action within the meaning of 5 U.S.C. § 704. 

The application became abandoned for failure to reply in a timely manner to the noofinal 
rejection mailed on July 9, 2007. 

A grantable petition under 37 CFR 1.137(b) must be accompanied by: (1) the required reply, 
unless previously filed; (2) the petition fee as set forth in 37 CFR 1.1 7(m); (3) a statement that 
the entire delay in filing the required reply from the due date for the reply until the filing of a 
grantable petition pursuant to 37 CFR 1.137(b) was unintentional; and (4) any terminal 
disclaimer (and fee as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .20(d)) required by 37 CFR 1 . 1 37(d). Where there is 
a question as to whether either the abandonment or the delay in filing a petition under 37 CFR 
1.137 was unintentional, the Director may require additional information. SeeM PE? 
71 1 .03(c)(II)(C) and (D). The instant petition lacks item(s) (1 and 3). 
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As to item (1): 

The copy of the response submitted with the instant petition is not appropriate because it is not 
signed. Also, the copy of the receipt submitted with the petition is not itemized to show that a 
response to the nonfinal rejection mailed July 9, 2007 was received by the U.S.P.T.O. for the 
above identified application. Further, no evidence is provided on the receipt to be associated 
with the above identified application. 

As to item (2): 

The petition is not considered to contain a proper statement of unintentional delay since the 
petition is signed by only one inventor (in this instance Widow of Joseph John Spranza III). In 
accordance with 37 CFR 1.33(b)(4), all inventors must sign. Therefore, the signature of inventor 
Robert S. Namba is also required. 

Petitioner may with to consider hiring a registered patent attorney or agent to.assist in the 
prosecution of this application. Additionally, petitioner is encouraged to contact the Inventors 
Assistance Center (lAC) by telephone at 800-786-9199 or 571-272-1000, Monday through Friday 
from 8:30 AM to 5:30 PM (EST). The lAC provides patent information and services to the 
public and is staffed by former Supervisory Patent Examiners and experienced Primary 
Examiners who answer general questions concerning patent examining policy and procedure. 

Further correspondence with respect to this matter should be addressed as follows: 

By Mail:. Mail Stop PETITION 

Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 223 13-1450 

By hand: U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 

Customer Service Window, Mail Stop Petitions 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

The centralized fecsimile number is (571) 273-8300. 
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Telephone inquiries concerning this decision should be directed to the undersigned at (571) 272- 

3208. 



Karen Creasy 
Petitions Examiner 
Office of Petitions 
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' POWER OF ATTORNEY 

OR 

REVOCATION OF POWER OF ATTORNEY 
WITH A NEW POWHl OF ATTORNEY 
AND 

^CHANGE OF CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS 



PTaS»81(11-0S) 
^|)pfoved for ueettiiougti 11/300011. CMS 0651^)039 
U.8. potent and Ttadomaffc Offioe; VJS, DEPARTMENT OF COMMBICE 
areiBOuitrttoresoondteaootecHonofhifi^^ 



AppDcatfon Number 



nnngOate 



Rrst Named bivenlor 



ArtUnH 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



10/697^ 



1029.03 



Joseph J. Spranza 



SafetrochorwBhmiideforpiaoemefit 



3763 



ChristJ^her KohareW 



SDB/-1-1003 



i hereby revoke ail previous powers of attorney ^en in tho above^entffied appHcatton. 



□ 



A Power of AOomey is sutxnHted herewOh. 



□ 



OR 

I hereby appoint PracOionerte} associated with the fbliowtng Customer 
NumtDer as my/our a&omey(8} or agentCs) to prosecute the sppOcaUon 
identified above, and to traneactaH busnase in the United States Patertl 
and Ttademsfc Oflloe'connected fherewfth: 
OR 

\ hereby appoint Practitioner(e) named bokw as my/our attomey(s) or agent(e) to prosecute the application identifled above, and 
to transad ail businesa In the United Stales Patent and Trademark Ofllce oonnected therewith: 




PFactitionef(8) Name 


Reglstiation Number 



















Please leoognlze or change the coneapondenoe address fbr the above-identiSed appiScation to: 
Q The address BsaodeMwah the above-mertiorndCuSlDi^ 
OR 

I I The address associated wKh Customer Number 
OR 



□ 



Finn or 
IndMduel 



Address 



City 



{ State I 



Cotfitry 



Telephone 



I am the: 

fx| Applicant/Inventor. 

Off 

Assignee of leooid of the entire Interest See 37 CFR 3.71. 
StatomentwKtorSr CFR 3,73{b) (Form PTO/SB/se) subrmedftemm orffed on. 



□ 




Ems Signatures tfai the im>entois or assignees of leooidcf^ 

s^natme ts required, see D^ov^. 



ntfttni* SkibiTA muR^rio foiRtt Vmonflttn one 



□ 



•Total of 



_ foims are submitted. 



TTiiscoIIedion of brfomiatlon is reqi^red by 37 CFR 131, l^and 1.33. The biftMimSon is requiied to obtain or retain a benefB by the pubBcwhfah is to (Be (and by tho 
USPTOU) process) an appDcatloa Confidontiaay isgoiromod by 95U^.C. 122 and 57 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. Tliis oolteotion estimated total» 3 moiUtes to complete, 
{nduding gattionno, preparins. and submttUng the completed opptication form to tho USPTO, Time wiQ vaiy dependino upon Urn tndrvUual case. Any oomments on 
the amount of tbno you reqtnie to oon^lete thb fOnn end/or suggestions for redudng tiits burden, should be sent to the Chief Infonnatlon OfSoer, U«$. Potent and 
Trademark Oflico, U^. Depaitmem of Commerce, P.O, Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO ivtOT Stm FEES OR GOMPLETED KKMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Pateitts; P.a Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313>1450. 



If you need assistance in completing tte form, call 1'900-PTO^19$ end saiect option 2, 
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United States Bvtent and TkAPEMARK Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United Sutes Paient and T^adenurJi Otlke 
AMna: COMMISSIONER FOR PATEhTTS 
P.O. Brw 1450 

Aiexmdha. Vbpnh miM4)0 

WVW.1I^O.S0V 



T 



APPLICATION NUMBER 



FILING OR 371(C) DATE 



FIRST NAMED APPLICANT 



ATTY. DOCKET NO.mUE 



10/697.444 

25315 

BLACK LOWE & GRAHAM. PLLC 
701 FIFTH AVENUE 
SUITE 4800 
SEATTLE, WA 98104 



10/29/2003 



Joseph J. Spranza SDEV-1-1003 

CONFIRMATION NO. 7974 
PDA ACCEPTANCE LETTER 



■Nil 



FEB 19 im 



Date Mailed: 02/17/2009 



NOTICE OF ACCEPTANCE OF POWER OF ATTORNEY 

This is in response to the Power of Attorney filed 02/06/2009. 

The Power of Attorney in this application is accepted, Conrespondence in this application will be mailed to the 
above address as provided by 37 CFR 1 .33. 



/squreshi/ 



Office of Data Management, Application Assistance Unit (571) 272-4000. or (571) 272-4200, or 1-888-786-0101 
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